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Youth Head to Colorado Supreme Court to Defend their Historic Victory in 
Oil and Gas Lawsuit: Martinez v. COGCC 

WHAT: The Colorado Supreme Court will hear oral arguments from attorneys for Youth Plaintiffs and 
the State in the oil and gas case Martinez v. COGCC brought by seven young Coloradans against the 
Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, with the support of Our Children’s Trust.  

Youth Plaintiffs are asking the Colorado Supreme Court to affirm the important victory they secured at 
the Colorado Court of Appeals on March 23, 2017, and hold that the Commission has an obligation to 
protect public health, safety, and welfare from oil and gas development and operations.  

The Colorado Supreme Court will consider a single issue: “Whether the court of appeals erred in 
determining that the Colorado Oil and Gas Commission misinterpreted section 34-60-102(1)(a)(I), C.R.S. 
as requiring a balance between oil and gas development and public health, safety, and welfare.”  

The COGCC and Intervenors (The American Petroleum Institute and Colorado Petroleum Association) 
are arguing that the Oil and Gas Conservation Act requires the State to balance oil and gas development 
with protecting public health, the environment, and wildlife resources. The Colorado Court of Appeals 
disagreed, holding that the clear language of the Oil and Gas Conservation Act “mandates that the 
development of oil and gas in Colorado be regulated subject to the protection of public health, safety, and 
welfare, including protection of the environment and wildlife resources.” 

WHEN: Tuesday, October 16. 

1:00 pm MST - rally outside of the courthouse 

mailto:nate@ourchildrenstrust.org
mailto:meg@ourchildrenstrust.org
https://www.ourchildrenstrust.org/s/20170323-Martinez-Opinion.pdf


1:30 pm MST - oral argument begins. Each side will have 30 minutes to present their arguments before 
the Court.  ~2:30 pm MST or immediately after arguments, press conference with Youth Plaintiffs and 
their attorneys.  

WHERE: Colorado Supreme Court, 2 E 14th Ave, Denver, Colorado   

WHO: Youth plaintiffs and attorneys for all parties. Counsel for the Plaintiffs will be available for 
comment after the hearing.  

Martinez v. COGCC is one of many related legal actions brought by youth in several states and countries, 
including the landmark federal lawsuit Juliana v. United States, scheduled for trial on October 29, all 
supported by Our Children’s Trust, seeking science-based action by governments to stabilize the climate 
system. 

Counsel for plaintiffs include Colorado Environmental Law, LTD., Katherine Merlin, Boulder, Colorado; 
Minddrive Legal Services, LLC, James Daniel Leftwich, Boulder, Colorado; Wild Earth Advocates, Julia 
Olson, Eugene, Oregon. 

Our Children’s Trust is a nonprofit organization, leading a coordinated global human rights and 
environmental justice campaign to implement enforceable science-based Climate Recovery Plans that will 
return atmospheric carbon dioxide concentrations to below 350 ppm by the year 2100. We elevate the 
voice of youth, those with most to lose in the climate crisis, to secure the legal right to a healthy 
atmosphere and stable climate on behalf of all present and future generations. 
www.ourchildrenstrust.org/ 

Earth Guardians is a Colorado-based nonprofit organization with youth chapters on five continents, and 
multiple groups in the United States with thousands of members working together to protect the Earth, the 
water, the air, and the atmosphere, creating healthy sustainable communities globally. We inspire and 
empower young leaders, families, schools, organizations, cities, and government officials to make positive 
change locally, nationally, and globally to address the critical state of the Earth. 
www.earthguardians.org 
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