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Trump Administration Continues to Make its Fear of  

Juliana v. United States Known 
 

The constitutional climate lawsuit heads yet again into unchartered territory 
 
Eugene, Oregon and San Francisco, California -- Yesterday, the Trump administration filed separate 
motions with two federal courts in its continued and relentless attempts to prevent trial in Juliana v. 
United States, the landmark constitutional climate lawsuit brought by 21 young Americans and supported 
by Our Children’s Trust. The Department of Justice filed a motion for stay with the U.S. District Court for 
the District of Oregon and hours later filed an application for stay and another petition for a writ of 
mandamus with the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. This is the fourth time the Trump administration has 
gone to the Ninth Circuit in this case before a final judgment has been entered, when the U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals would ordinarily have jurisdiction. 
 
On Friday, November 2, the United States Supreme Court denied the Trump administration’s application 
for stay. Youth plaintiffs have now won twice in the Supreme Court on stay motions. However, youth 
plaintiffs have another brief due in the Supreme Court on November 19 to oppose the administration’s 
petition for writ of mandamus that is still pending there.  
 
Julia Olson, executive director and chief legal counsel of Our Children’s Trust and co-counsel for 
youth plaintiffs said: 
 

“The DOJ has three different divisions working in the three different levels of the federal 
judiciary, all with one goal. Shut down Juliana through any method possible. We have a small, 
dedicated legal team responding to motions at each level of the federal judiciary. We don’t have 
trillions of dollars at our disposal or hundreds of lawyers to call upon. But we have the power of 
the people. We have the power of the constitution and its promise of freedom from government 
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abuses of power. We have the voice of our youth and more grass roots dedication than you can 
possibly imagine.” 

 
Philip Gregory, of Gregory Law Group and co-counsel for the youth plaintiffs said of the Trump 
administration’s tactics:  
 

“It’s unheard of. I’ve asked colleagues, former Supreme Court law clerks, we’ve asked legal 
scholars, reporters who cover the courts, and no one has seen this before. It’s the clearest 
evidence of how fearful this administration is of standing trial in this case. In our case, the 
government is still arguing, now for the fourth time in the Ninth Circuit, that the district court 
should have dismissed the case and that the Ninth Circuit should therefore dismiss the case for 
Judge Aiken. It’s outrageous and shows such disrespect for the process.” 

 
Juliana v. United States is not about the government’s failure to act on climate. Instead, these young 
plaintiffs between the ages of 11 and 22, assert that the U.S. government, through its affirmative actions 
in creating a national energy system that causes climate change, is depriving them of their constitutional 
rights to life, liberty, and property, and has failed to protect essential public trust resources. The case is 
one of many related legal actions brought by youth in several states and countries, all supported by Our 
Children’s Trust, and all seeking science-based action by governments to stabilize the climate system. 

Counsel for Plaintiffs are Julia Olson, Esq. of Eugene, OR, Philip L. Gregory, Esq. of Gregory Law Group of 
Redwood City, CA, and Andrea Rodgers, Esq. of Seattle, WA. 

Our Children’s Trust is a nonprofit organization, leading a coordinated global human rights and environmental 
justice campaign to implement enforceable science-based Climate Recovery Plans that will return atmospheric 
carbon dioxide concentrations to below 350 ppm by the year 2100. We elevate the voice of youth, those with most to 
lose in the climate crisis, to secure the legal right to a healthy atmosphere and stable climate on behalf of all present 
and future generations. www.ourchildrenstrust.org/ 

Earth Guardians is a Colorado-based nonprofit organization with youth chapters on five continents, and multiple 
groups in the United States with thousands of members working together to protect the Earth, the water, the air, and 
the atmosphere, creating healthy sustainable communities globally. We inspire and empower young leaders, 
families, schools, organizations, cities, and government officials to make positive change locally, nationally, and 
globally to address the critical state of the Earth. www.earthguardians.org 
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