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Florida Youth File Amended Complaint Against Governor-Elect DeSantis and  
Point to Alarming New Climate Science Released by the Trump Administration  

 
Tallahassee, FL  – Yesterday, eight Florida youth, including well-known climate advocates Delaney 
Reynolds and Levi Draheim, filed their amended complaint against the state of Florida, Governor-Elect 
Ron DeSantis and several state agencies in Leon County Court. The youth plaintiffs’ originally filed their 
constitutional climate case against the state on April 18, 2018 and they updated their complaint to account 
for the fact that there will be two new defendants in the case starting in January: Governor-Elect DeSantis 
and Commissioner-Elect Nikki Fried. The amended complaint also includes the alarming new scientific 
information recently released by the Trump administration in its Fourth National Climate Assessment.  
 
Guy Burns, who serves as lead counsel for the youth plaintiffs, said:  
 

“Given the constitutional significance of this case, we felt it was important that our complaint 
contain the best available climate science, including the recently released scientific findings from 
the Trump administration’s Fourth National Climate Assessment. This new information confirms 
the grave harms the youth plaintiffs are facing and strengthens our existing legal claims that the 
state of Florida must reform its fossil fuel energy system. We look forward to having these claims 
heard by the Court in Tallahassee.”  

 
In their complaint, plaintiffs cite to the Fourth National Climate Assessment’s conclusion  “that the 
evidence of human-caused climate change is overwhelming and continues to strengthen, that the impacts 
of climate change are intensifying across the country, and that climate-related threats to Americans’ 
physical, social, and economic well-being are rising.” As well, they reference the way the Trump 
Administration characterized the impacts to coral reef ecosystems in Florida as “particularly dire” and 
recognized that flooding due to sea level rise “is projected to become more serious, disruptive, and costly 
as its frequency, depth, and inland extent grow with time.” The Administration acknowledged that the 
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climate change impacts that are disproportionately impacting youth like the plaintiffs “will continue to 
grow” absent immediate action to curtain greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Delaney Reynolds, 19-year-old plaintiff from Miami, said:  
 

“Our government’s recent National Climate Assessment makes it clear that our grave concerns 
are valid. The time has come for adults to set the politics aside and take our concerns and the 
science seriously before it’s too late.”   

 
Levi Draheim, 10-year-old plaintiff from Satellite Beach and one of the 21 youth plaintiffs in the 
landmark climate case, Juliana v. United States, said:  

“Like many other kids in Florida, I have had to evacuate my home because of hurricanes, I 
haven’t been able to go beaches around my home because of the Red Tide, and I’ve been very 
upset because I’ve been seeing dead animals on the beach because of the Red Tide. It’s just been 
getting worse and worse. We need to do something immediately.” 

Mitchell Chester, counsel for the youth plaintiffs, said: 
 

“Those who framed and contributed to the Florida Constitution understood that it, like our federal 
Constitution, was designed to address and meet the challenges of society as they are recognized 
and understood. No greater challenge exists today than to mitigate and adapt to the rigorous 
challenges of climate change and rising seas and their impacts on our precious state. The young 
plaintiffs in this case recognize that the judicial process is, perhaps, the last great protection for 
their health, safety and welfare they have as we move into this uncertain century of change. I am 
proud to be part of a team of lawyers working to safeguard the children's future. This kind of 
effort is why I became a lawyer.” 
 

Andrea Rodgers, counsel for the youth plaintiffs, said:  
 
“The devastating climate change impacts these youth are experiencing illustrate the importance of 
President Theodore Roosevelt’s message to Congress delivered over 100 years ago: ‘The function 
of our Government is to insure to all its citizens, now and hereafter, their rights to life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. If we of this generation destroy the resources from which our children 
would otherwise derive their livelihood, we reduce the capacity of our land to support a 
population, and so either degrade the standard of living or deprive the coming generations of their 
right to life on this continent.’ As President Roosevelt prophetically declared: ‘It is high time to 
realize that our responsibility to the coming millions is like that of parents to their children, and 
that in wasting our resources we are wronging our descendants.’” 
 

Plaintiffs’ amended complaint asserts that in causing climate change, the state of Florida has violated the 
youngest generation’s constitutional rights to life, liberty, property, and the pursuit of happiness, and has 
caused harm to Florida’s essential public trust resources, such as beaches, coral reefs, and marine life. The 
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youth plaintiffs filed the case, Reynolds v. State of Florida, because the state of Florida is violating their 
constitutional rights by creating and perpetuating an energy system that is based on fossil fuels.The 
plaintiffs are asking the state of Florida to adhere to its legal and moral obligation to protect current and 
future generations from the intensifying impacts of climate change. The youth are supported by the 
nonprofit organization Our Children’s Trust.  
 
The complaint, brought by youth from Miami-Dade, Alachua, Broward, Brevard, Escambia, Monroe, and 
Hendry counties, asks for a court-ordered, science-based Climate Recovery Plan as well as multiple other 
actions, including that the state of Florida acknowledge that climate change is real and that climate change 
impacts are harming the youth plaintiffs. The plaintiffs ask that Florida does its share to reduce global 
atmospheric carbon dioxide concentrations to below 350 parts per million (ppm) by 2100, the prescription 
scientists have developed to achieve global climate stabilization.  
 
Reynolds v. State of Florida is not about the government’s failure to act on climate. Instead, the eight 
young plaintiffs assert that the state, through its affirmative actions in creating an energy system that 
causes climate change by resulting in dangerous levels of greenhouse gas emissions, has violated their 
constitutional rights to life, liberty, property, and pursuit of happiness and has failed to protect essential 
public trust resources.  

The lawsuit is the latest in a series filed by attorneys representing youth from across the country, all with 
support from pro bono attorneys and the nonprofit Our Children’s Trust.  
 
Our Children’s Trust also supports the climate lawsuit, Juliana v. United States, which was brought by 21 
youth plaintiffs and the youth-led nonprofit, Earth Guardians who, like young plaintiffs in this lawsuit 
against the state of Florida, argue that the United States government is violating their constitutional and 
public trust rights with its energy policies responsible for the creation of climate danger.  
 
Counsel for the plaintiffs include prominent Florida trial attorneys, including Guy Burns, F. Wallace 
“Wally” Pope, Mitchell Chester, Jane West, Erin Deady, Deb Swim, Matthew Schultz, Sandy 
D’Alemberte, and Andrea Rodgers, Senior Attorney with Our Children’s Trust.  

Our Children’s Trust is a nonprofit organization, leading a coordinated global human rights and 
environmental justice campaign to implement enforceable science-based Climate Recovery Plans that will 
return atmospheric carbon dioxide concentrations to below 350 ppm by the year 2100. We elevate the 
voice of youth, those with most to lose in the climate crisis, to secure the legal right to a healthy 
atmosphere and stable climate on behalf of all present and future generations. 
www.ourchildrenstrust.org/ 
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